DETROIT PEOPLE’S PLATFORM NEWS EXTRA!

FIAT CHRYSLER AND THE CITY ANNOUNCE
DETROIT’S “LARGEST ART PROJECT”
Local artists have released a strong statement in
response to today’s launch of the City of Detroit and
Fiat Chrysler’s (FCA) global call for artists to paint “the
largest municipal art installation in the city’s history.”
The statement, which has quickly gained supporting
signatures from prominent Detroit artists, charges that
the city and FCA are using art to cover up the negative
impacts of Fiat Chrysler’s Eastside expansion.

The artist statement reads; “Fiat

Chrysler and
The City of Detroit (City Walls and Arts
and Culture Office) are attempting to use
murals and artists to artwash and cover up
the destruction of a neighborhood on the
Eastside by the expansion of the Fiat Chrysler
America (FCA) Facility.”

What is there to cover-up? The FCA Community Benefits Agreement is a
MONUMENTAL FAILURE that is NOT benefiting many neighbors.
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THIS IS A PUBLIC FUNDED PROJECT The most recent dollar
amount of public funding and tax incentives requested by FCA are
now up to $400 million. $8.8 MILLION IN COMMUNITY BENEFITS
IS NOT ENOUGH from a global corporation that earned $4.1 billion in
2018.
LAND SWAPS The FCA project’s associated land “swaps”, like the
full extent of public investment, were not revealed until after the NAC
signed off on the deal.
TAX CAPTURE/SCHOOL FUNDS After completion of the project
FCA will pay themselves back for the cost of redeveloping the site by
pocketing $93 Million from their employees’ paychecks over 30 years.
$34 Million of that would have gone to school funding*.
* https://www.freep.com/story/money/business/2019/07/23/fiat-chrysler-mack-avenue-plant-detroit/1803696001/
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ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM We are in what the Environmental
Protection Agency calls a “non-attainment” area for certain pollutants.
That means our air is so toxic that FCA has to reduce emissions
elsewhere to increase them here. FCA will be INCREASING
EMISSIONS in our 94% black community with high poverty and
asthma rates while reducing emissions at a suburban plant in Warren.
VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS: The new assembly plant
would have the potential to emit 382.5 tons of volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) per year. VOCs are
a class of chemicals, and are one of the
ingredients for the formation of ozone, or
“smog.” The VOC emissions from
the new assembly plant would
be caused by the new paint shop
proposed by Fiat Chrysler.
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STATE REGULATOR SAYS
FIAT CHRYSLER AIR QUALITY
PLANS ‘FALL SHORT,’ ARE ‘NOT ACCEPTABLE’
WDET - “Fiat Chrysler needed to submit two plans for
the upgrades at its Mack Avenue and Jefferson North
plants to state regulators by November 30. The plans
concern what projects the automaker will initiate to
address community concerns related to air quality and
air monitoring around the Mack Avenue Assembly Plant.
The company’s proposals were deemed “lacking” and
“not acceptable,” respectively.”
https://wdet.org/posts/2020/01/28/89149-state-regulator-says-fiatchrysler-air-quality-plans-fall-short-are-not-acceptable/?fbclid=IwAR2bgK_
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